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par fner~ in ~ ““” “’”“’, “:,;

received the LOTUS Award from
.tJ-i&Wumen’s. cotimitt~e of Sp”ai~
Rehabilitation Cetiter. ~is is a .
~ust prestigious and competitive
a,ward.

From 1994 Partners #raduates:

We protect the rights of the not so strong,
to help them okt when a right has gozz<
wrong.

To n-yzkelives hurt5-ee as we can, is what
we’ll do fotiarzy woman, child, or man.
Our goal is simple, but it Cbveys a Vev
large groun~, no otie is forgotten, not@-
many roads around.

So ,zfyou’re eve+ turned down, we’llfigkt
your cause until jtistz~e is found.

Pletisegive us a ca{l and state yozzr.case;
Partneys will get on it, like tiwn~i~g G

7-ace.
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Darryl is 45 years old and Iives
in a &mM, rural, home witii his,
parents. Rarely did hetravel
veryfar; he had no friends,
no no vi,siotls,no “
opportunities. After Partners, .‘
Darryl has begun to plan
independent living options;

.’invetiigate employrnmt
po~ibiliti~ and step out of hii ~,
home arid into his community .
with confidence!
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A’T’k’.am@;@”:s:’:’’~$:’;:::””:
We h’ave had ,the opport~nity .to
perform w{th the Naumburg ,
Orchestra, at Lincoln Center .in ................................
New York City, but the ,, ,..’.,.;.,..:;:,::.,,.:,:,:.::,:,,.::,..:,:,

pivformffnce we’re most proud
of is otir involvement ‘in -
Partners in Policymaking. ‘ ~~~~~‘ ~~~~~~~~•““”~~~~~~~~~
Partners @as directly aflected” ~~•
our farni~y’s atti~ude toward’ “tind. . . ................... .. ..........
~nderstari~irig Of OLirsa~”’s ,,,,,,.; .,
abilities and ca~abilities. A long
sought afler communications
breakth,ro;gh has occw?red. The

My dad~ is”ditibie~ dueta a
stroke and ~am themother of a

entire scope and mission of our daughttiwith a developmental

lives have been, cha’n~ed by the ‘d~ij[[ty~adasontith.~
.ieaining disability. FamilyPartners exp~rience.
Leadership Project provided the
tivenue to mO to access

A’fourzt~iriof information, an progranqandto understan@the

awar~ness that the rig+ts of [a~s. isa i~’wotihwhiie

people w“ithdisabilities must be project thatshouid continue!

protec~ed - this is what I learned ~ ,,

j+o’m Pa+tners. Th+ wi{l all be ~
.p”ossible when the public is also
informed.
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Cizgi!yio”mm”ia”’”””“’’””’’’’’’.’’“
.,,. .,

~artn~rs has made me ~.~~de.,
critically thitik abotit how .
I ~,eed to r&is&rn~ Sdn so ~.. ~ : . .. .. :,.. .“ .,.,. ... .. . ... .. ~~~,,. ,.. ,,,:.,,,,: ,.,..

that “hewill achieve
independence and a ‘“’’’””’”
riche~fifuller li~e. ~~• ,. ............,,... -.:i,.—,Senqte ~ill ~~7 ;as ~a~~ed..;, ...,,:.:..:. ‘ <,..;,..;: ~~ÿÿÿÿÿÿÿÿ.:....:.::,.“”””;;.:,.,,,.,.7,..:;:,,<...:,:,,,,.:,:.,,,..;.,.

because of the persistence ,,.,,.,...... ..,, ,:.,..,...:.,., .:.,...:.,&..,,,.. . .,.....— ..:,-...-
Ofa ,PaYtners ~adua,te. ~, ... ~~~~~.~~dua,te.:. ... ~.....,, ,,.. ,:.. ,.... ~,,,,,,,..,,.:
~“ig “~a~ a~~o,fisst~<~~ts . ..:. ‘1. .. ‘L’=‘.,:...... .... .. ..... ..’,.,.J ..,.:,
to. remain in @clzoOZ,and .. ~. .:.:.,....... ..,5. .<.....:....,..,...:.:+, ,,..,..;,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,....,,,,,,<,:

,,*Yadua~e With’ their class .. ....,.lL_,,tg<.c,%,.,,+. ,;+, .::~,,=~~~~~
epeti tfiough th+ reach ‘ ,...
bge 22 years., .,,.. ,,,::.,<”:.. -....!,..’.:,...~,,..?:.::L..-(”’,.: .<.,,.;,.-.<..?
~ ~~e~ ~fl ~ris~it~tiQ’~; ’<”’’’”””””’<’<’~’””” ..,il.;:,:,,,,,,;.”:.;,.::.,,:{:..~,.,,.,.,,,;;,’”,,.,,,,,,:,f,,.:,,’”AL,,,:,,,,, ,,,:.,.:.’

fbr ~ost of my life. I got ““ ~’;:< ;- ~~•- .. ~’ C- ~~~.~+.,., ..+..........

“hangout’y stores):
. .:,.,.,..:l..;:::‘.,,:,..:.:. :.,..:.,,.,:,,,:.,,:,.,,,.................

cinda=~ehast~~enoff!
She facilitated a meetingwith staff
froin Congressman George Miliei%
office addre~ing child care and
reqiite issues; she ah has’heen
active itia ptogram in’!$olanoCoun@’
working with families who hava
Y~un9 children with’di~biiities.
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I~ve su~firised myself ‘h? the skills I’ve
increased.. .Sve met with a Senator and
didn ‘t feel ‘powerless.

~artqers has.given me
and the inrier strength

Since 1989, over 150
a ,sens,eof worth graduate’ have completed
to Gove ahead!. ‘Partn8* traitiing and.,

‘havere@ned to their

Dur&fite el c~rso de Cokzbora’dores en ~~s••ïs•€ïs•~or@&eCtiveadv&at@communities to become

Liderazgot’ ycicambiti de zina persona que for’themseive$ and their
no se sent~a cbmoda alrededor de personas chiidren.
con ~esiibilidades. a una persona que
tienes muchas personas desabilitadas
Corn@amigos,

(Dtiring Partners I chizngedfiom som~one,.
who was not comfortable around people
with di~abilities to one who has many
people ‘with disabilities’ as fiie~ds..?

,.
,.

&..

,,
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D,eZawareg! ‘“ ,, ‘,, ,,’

I can only get better. .

)

IJnftwtunately;De{a~are k ~,
oneof tlm$efew states that
dtme not hen, a statewide,
comprehensive-systeni of ~~
early interyentjon ‘&rMicas.~.
Nljthree yearokiwas nqt,.
served’by P;l. %157; I uq!d
tobe angry~at the patents,,
~before me @d not advocate
enough to get Iegklation
pa~ed, wellnow lam-putting
my anger to work.

, .
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When I ~arne here I wag depressed and
I only wmzted t,o“~et out of the.housti
for the weekend. Now my future is so,,
b~i~h,t~am going to ,nked sunglasses.

A drop ofrain is ,inefle~tive ,azdeasy to
@-ush away, at PartneYs I have learned
that rain is powerful. It becbmes a
stream of water that r~ns into a lake.
The laki empties itito a river and then

‘n “’

Dear Friends:

goes to t’he sea. There is no logic in trying
tostop the sea. When I speak to sotieotie
‘aboutmy childrs needsi I heay the roar of,, ,.
crashing waves and I guarantee, thky will.
hear .it ttio! t

..

,“

Plmse senda copy of Action:
.AMamal to helpyw orgatilze.
If it ispos$ililetosaid ~
copies, 1wouldbetkrilled.
If that is,notfeasihie lwould be ‘
happy foraperson~i qopy.
i am currently @ki~a graduate
coma on Wwition’and wiii be
giving.a Session’on @pported
employment. Yourrnaterials are
wondtiui and as a parent, an
advocate; and a profaaaional,
I do appreciate them..’You are.
#somakinginewarit to return
North now so that my daug~er
can receive services there.

Tharik You
Eiizabeth BeSousa ~



irzdepende~”tly or with tiwefiiends.
I see him proudly taking his place in a
cbmm.utiity which cares about him and
accepts him jtist tb.e,way he is.

,,

~ My focus has been widetied”.beyond my ‘
hopes and dr<amsforhis future. I have
gained a,greut dealofitisightand
knowle~gefiorn p~esentati~ns by experts
in many fi-elds: hititory bf disability
services,earlyinterverition, inclusion,
le@ rightsi housitig? legislative process
and lobbying. Mtire important. the
enthusiasm and activities of m~fellow
Partners +as been a real,inspiration to me.

. .

,

.

The Atnerican with ~
Disabiliti~A@ is, in.’my
opiniaq, the,greattist thing.
since the (?vii Rights Act @f
19B4. Being,boih African
Ameri@atiand havinga
dkabiiity, these laws have
def[fiitely impactedthe
quaiityofmy life.
‘t’h#sad part Wttook
amendments to @e U.S. ~
Cari*i.t@iOnforcefiain. ,-”
gtoups of Am&icans to he
tieated fair~.

.
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We are ev,en more committed to

Partnershas contributedtotheir
community .by running
.for,’p~~itica~oflice, establishing% ~~•
support groups, sei-~ing on Councils,
Boards, arid Advisory Groups. ‘

71D0,morns are advocates for the
iticlusi~n, “ofchildren at the ‘sec~ndary
kivel- n~’wground for many.

Another ~orn takes photos of ‘
locationsirithecomm-unity thatafe
n,ot accessible, tc
wheeldwir. She
zzzcreasea’cce’ss.,.

# ..

her’”child who uses a
Writes letters to



,A cornprehensivefamily support program,,
tiould help keep families together and offer
an effective use of public dollars:’,,

., Family support “$ervices should be flexible,
indi&~ualized arid de~i~ed to meet’ the
,diverse weeds of the family, ~~•

It is time for the ”state of IowQ tO declare
, that ittialues families iii the lz~eof
,‘childreti’ with disabilities. It i! time to,.
give@mncial support to the family ~ ~~•~~•

~n~tea~ of tfi’bstate ii-zstifutiotis and gYOUp
,,

..... ‘~ ‘. , ,,::;:,.,,:::,..,..

7
-z’&2cAd

Mi*ioM’tatement .,
It is the tiission o~Partners
in Policy’maklngto., ,. “ ‘
traflsformthe fo~ai.
tr~ining,infmnation, arid ,’
r~,souroe@ateriais into
education, support,and ~~,
actjon in our c.ornrnunlti~.’



Partners strives to educate{
enhance, and ernpowe~people.

Ptirtners has showed me how I
and must become part of the change ~~ÿÿÿÿ
in’our so~iekytk,incltideallpeople.

We lean-z “how to<”build ‘
c&structive partnerships.

As I sat’”thrmigh ~a~tners sessionsj. I,,
wanted t’tibelieve everything that the
speakers said. I was skeptical. Then my
datighterfls educational’,placement was,’
described-a street.thatgoestiowhere(
stazr$thatgo nowhere; preschooltoys,
fi”ti~~onvkrbal children together. ~~•.,
~Now she% iticluded in gemyal education

and

and her eyes sparkle and her face beams
with pride. She is happy and proud.

.....

f%rtnets hasallawed me to
dream again...tdreamam

~~•about my son the way all ~.
parents dream about their
children. Partners has
showed,me how i can a@ ~,
must-be pati,of the change
inoursocietyaswe buUda” ‘,
system that ioch!desatl ; ~~z
people.

..



~ was already an ‘adVocate,,’
but partners increased my
knowled~e ab~tit the
legislati22eprotie~sfthe
ADAf akd Othey isstiesi ~.
My credibility has W2proved
Lzrnonggovernment and
business‘I&iders.Irm
c~nsultedon disability
issues.

I,had ho idetiof ..t+e
opportunities ava~lable,“to
people with di+abi{~ties.
~~w. 1 sit On skvertd boards
and am .G72active cldvocff”te.for
the issues. that age irnportarit
to me.

, ,,
1‘cannot say eko~~h good
things about partners. ~~•
1 learned mo+iti eight,.
zqgekends thafi 1 htive in eight

Monthly publlcationof?he
lnd[ana Governorls Planni~

‘ Council for People Wth
y“earsof ifiservic~. work%h.ops..,, ,. ..,’

DkabitMies

:

J.
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Everyone is beautzj%l iti
his/her own wag. I h+ye
“seen kids with disatiilities
exhi@it more ,@etetrniriation,
moreji-ght~ tind’rnore guts

,’ th~n, I“coul’d”ever postiess.,’

My g~e@est regret & that ~~
it “took.so many years t~
~b,alizethtit I was”ah equal
and very i.riipo,r~ant.partner
in all decisitins ~oncerning
my son. ~

<.
Partners is the mtist ~~•
itnpress~ve and dynamic
+overnent on behalfof”
p++e, i.@th developmental
d&abilit@s toever

,,
occur. ,.

Partners wil~ be. thedtiiving
fo.tice behind full ~~clusioti.

“f Or all. ~ ..

,.....

Ksie”n Lane
Hontoe, X@
September

Dr. Colleqn Wiec K
Minnesota !,%vbrnvrasPlnnning
Council,on pevelopmehtalDisabilities
300 centennialoffice Buildinq
65’8Cedar Street.
St. P+, Minnesota55155

Desr Colleen:

me Summer Training InStitUte.in Minnesotawae wonderful! I
wieh all the‘m 1991 Partnershad beeh able to attend. It vqs euch
‘a rejuvenatingexperience. I t~ly believe that we need annual
reunionsto bring,ue up to dete on legielaticn,new services,etc.,
‘andjue~ to pump up our motiv”etionlThe faoulty inetitute
vere vary motivating. It wae greatto -e Ran Sa$th, E@ .Roberts
and Sue Sven’san agqiq. Debor*, HpFadden ie a wonderfulepeaker.
,Weare indeed well representedin Washington,

My partiC?ip8tibn in Paxtner@ made sw realizeth,eimportanceof

~ie~bilit$ee.
yb ic awaranesa and unqlerstandingof petmne with developmental

Prior to the movie ‘RainMen?, there” littie
public. awarefieee ot Autiai. Ny f~rmt goel after Pa*nue was tic
enbanotipublic awarenaqeof autism and to imx.ase my 0088unityCe
und”arstandimg tbie developmental disability QIWI @terefore
Facilitateacceptanceoflpersonswith autin.. The ●etablhhmant of
a 10cU chaptarof.the‘AutismSociety 02 Anrica setid .a logiosl
step to”provide future auppoti end reeourc.i with
au~ism‘inthia area. ~ed ksowledg6gained throughPartriers
and after s.vea?almontbe of planming$ I began ~y c~ign to
6et@blisba local.ASA cbhpter in ,February$992. W Nsy 4, 199,2,
with fourteencharter membsr?$,tba NortheaetLeuieianaChapter
the Autism Society Qf Amerkca becaae”a reality. I now eerve as
preeidentof this grouti.

Shortly I
to attend a parent training e,eeeion,by.ProjectPROHPT (Parenta
Reaching Out - Modal’for Parent Training). As a result of ,this
~ontact, 1 became in,voived,inaffortq to eatablish a etate-wida
network of family-d.iractedresource centers, specifically
‘femilieeof peraone with develapmenteldisabi%itiee. It is the
mieeiop this Family Resource Network ep?ble and empower
L@isiana familiesof,special needs thr6ugh a Coortlinatqdnetwdrk
of resamrcee, support, and infotition s’xchenqe.An axperiencid
and informedfamily a pereon with a d~velopmentaldisabilityie
“an●xtremelyvaiuabis to
a developmental Such supportend.understandingsre
available.Any where e’lae. I em now eerving.ae chairmen ‘the
B~ard of Directore for’FaniliesHelp,ingFamilies of Northsaet
.Louieiana,as our $tagionVIII reeource ca,nteqis now called.
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Ifi”nd.myself ,rnucli rnor~ able to cope. ~‘
I find myself .Ztiokingloti~ term titid,.
s&ing.goals and priorities, “Fixing”.,
,Mich@{s academic pr~ble,ms which were
s. important ofie year ago are setionda~

,.
now. More imfi”ortant is self c~.ncept,
sociti-lization, integration and independent,’
Zi.yingskills. ‘

For me, beitig able tb cornrnunic@e with
p~licyrnakers. htis diminished the under-
ltying’r~~e I hcive e2~e&7ced for .s0 many
~ear~ due to tiy A.fiishikabe heritage.

. ‘,

1~1 could bre,akdown, one barrierfor
people with disabilities? it wou{d be other
~eo~~~’s+”rst impyessiofis. ‘ ~ ,

!..
,,

. ,.,,.
,.

.,
,’

,’

,, ,’ ‘.
,.,.

,’
,, ,,

JameSAndertistwenty-one;
He attends Normandale ~
CommunityCOliage and
enjoys nkith.aridsciemce
.niore,thanEnglish or
humanities.” ife i%rrbntty ~~•
has a class in Anibri,can
Government and’saidt@t
lt’$@stratingto Iearn that :
out of the 10,000 bliistiiat
have been,introduceri in
Coagrti ofiiy 500to 700
actuaiiy have become iaw,
James hascereb.nipaisy.

‘,
,,

,.
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To hear people ~alkabout what I ~ream
abotit,for my child was gyeat.’. I have so
much in.tirrnati@nand my h@rizons h~ve

; b~oadened to ;ncl~de so much more. It’s
Sctiriy<tioberjn%jan”dthrilling.

Partners has enabled me to ‘continually
sear& for knowledge. and with that
knowledge I hope to become a catalyst for
change...

,,

m “

1.@kethiiopportunityto
say thank YOUfor letting me
bea part ofParthe~ In
Policyinaking gradnat@ ~~

“weekend. It.yma a weekend.Beyond the confidencearid ,knowle~ge. ~ou wiii keepin ~ heartfora
thefieare the true verylong time.c@ne awaijtiith,

,,putitnerships.

,’

,
,’ ,
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Undefstariditig the systemt, how” t~ access
ihe system in theappYopn”ateway, how to
aflekt positive polity changes - this
knowledge “will better prepare parents tb
properly make system ‘changes tind’,irnprove ~~•
tj@ ~ua~ity of the~iV&$ of od+ children. ‘ ~,’

,,
Partners gave me Z4n@estionable gains in
my knixoledgeof tfi+ sys~ern, how to
~~voca~efor two foster sons, tifld ~ ,
cohtYi6titetoenha~eing theopporttiriities

f W- all individuals’ with disa&lities tti .,
-achieve ,itideperiderice.~~€•L›€•~~• ‘

At a t~me tvheti etiei-ything in aur pers,orud ~
liqes. seemed ,bl~akan@ hopeless, and we
Ia&~d .suppor,$and knowing fioti ~
t’.t+e @&emf? ““worked. F@.rtn,ersmade it
possible to regai~ some se~f-worth and ‘,,
,patch Up a pretty bakg@ up self-e.stikrn.
1.Y@w @@e the. t~tils,to.@e effective ~
implementing our goulsfor our ‘serif to
cli~rigefear into oppb”rtuhity and work

Pa~nemis an .4ffect~veand
pawevuleffort IWcallseit “
combines nationaland local
expertise. Pare*with
thefr years of experience
inth~ developmental”
d@abil[ti&systern~ coupled’
with Partne~’tiaWB,

fo! our ~~ ‘,
state.

~it~.in tfie systems to make decisions.,,,’
Dare t’odream...

,.,
tliot Part+ers not only 2Uill

make a ci~#jlerence,but is tfie dZ~ereriCe. ~

, ,“,,
,’ ,’.

,,...,,

.“
,.



2vdh’vzsk4z: ~
Partners was a big.sh’ockfor me, I always
felt. i.solatim-iwas Z@ter so people with
d&@l~fitis’ w@uld.fl’t take teasing ~n+
abuse. I view individua{ plans ‘d@ei-en.tly.

,,

My plan of action includes ,~lection to th,e
A,rc Board and devehpiiz~closercontact
with “publicofi”cials. ,’ ,’

I now have more coritrol in my child%
ji..i~ure“inschool and there’sno

speak.out ab,ovtconcerns.

,., ~

.,. ,

reason’

I didnstknowlldult Basic ~
Education yas even
possible formy daug~er
who is Curtentlyqut of
school, unern@loyedand not
raimiving * servicea.
Pa@rst@ght mea Iat,
now my daught~ has ~
started ciassesagd we both
are fbeijngvety hop@i. ~~G,,

“,

“’;$,+:::,.::,~:..,>.

,’



,’

I nowfgel cori$ident to rnakeivformed and
gOO~ tie.cisions. I am ,~.o~afiiii~”of asking
for help. ‘ ~ ‘.

Qur family is chcmgitig. Wepurchaseda

A ~atewidq tekplione ~~•
netiork:was, es@blished ~~•
afjerthe first Leadership.
Seriesln 1988 and grows
annually’with each series.
Th~s’ne~k is activated
whenevera polltkal.issue
or inior+tionst@ring is ~
identified thalinay tifb~., ’

..

co,mpti~erand added ti”ntoOUThouse to
~iveQ@r. prififfcy he needs.

,, ,’,. ,,
I Ieatineditidependence...~ cczvtalkfor,’
rn@elf@d” ~ot have someove ta.~kfotime.,, disa4iiitks.

Ihave .b@comea&jressivean”dknow z@hen
to use ,rnypower.,

I a.rnS6 “much ‘mm-e encotiraged
Stra-zgtha--kd.

,.

, ,’ , ..
.;: ./’”

\ .’

,,
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I want tobe a model fotrny sevefi
year old dau.~hter ’’mith c,ereb~al
palsy. ~ want, tier to know thqt shti
@as a v’o.i~eati’dgtiould fiave the
#tiolsand self esteem to ‘use it.

,’

Partners ~r~ making changes ‘in
thei~ eomrnunities. I don”~feel.
powerless. , .,

,S+adtiocates seek crosswalks with
sigtiak,,u letig’theriedtialk ,periwif
+edestr~ag over pass,o+”alternative: .,
sig~als’fo”i- people who are blind ~~~
when a~iend with developrnen~a~
dis~bilities was’ ,kiZZe@cross@g a
street.

. ‘.. ,’

,’ .

,’

Diyersity is important.
Most .otus nti sOe that all
peopttare peopfefir$twith
nGtMisqqdrlgti’., We all.
want tttenjoji life, 40 feel.
productive and secure.

.

.
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guard. ‘Partners

support budget Ahastdsia ”Sornozawas a
television star~n ~~brtiary 20,
.19~3whfm’~mfde@ Clinton
@et with’Ml children from the
~nited Stat-. Anast&ia MS
~ti, onlyc$ild to h~?a
di~hili~. She nearly moved
President Cl[nton totem% as
,s~e explained how her sister
U* a comp@ef to commum,
icate and SK Wa@s her ‘tobe

‘i,nthe ~’classreom.”
1~ New York City ~hlic’.
Sc@oolsh~e fodg~”,againti’

was r~stoi-ed. Family support “~egi~~ati~ti””
was. ~nacted. Partners ‘tireserqin~ ‘Onthe
State AdvisQry Cotincil. ..

,,
Having a ‘child ‘with ~ severe ,disability
was like havi’~g a grenade. lobbed into’ the,.,
serenity Of our faqz{ly Izfie.Everything in.
oti’r li~ee@l@&i., .After one weeken~ of ,
Partnersi .1ca~e howieandsa~d, ..’’Wef.re
goi~ out tti dinher. ” I diilnft mind the
stares because I’m a rnernbei-of this ~reat inclusion.

‘?..,,

changes.

Iv 1,9$72,,,

,’

a .Parfners
Fisher Price to ask why children with.,, .,
dis~b(lities ~etiert’t iflcl,udedin’ the
cat~log, T~e”@+a~y ~esponded b~:
ifi,vititi~ her ‘so,tifor Qphoto shoot. .
children with discibilifi”&tire’tiOW ‘
fegu~a~~yfgatti”red iti their c~’ttil~gs.

,,
,,,,

,.

,.,, ,,,,,,
,, ,.

,:.$;
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The program ga~k me u.c@u3ce+’0’learn,....,.,,..,...:.{...,.:,
more about +~sabili~ies ~

,im#rovethecotiditionsins~cie~y,by being
a partof society. It mabe mtifeel
irlipo+tant anti it also gave Me a &red.ter,. ~

.“sense of self-confidence. ~ . “’
,. ‘.

Whek I think ofa ”Partne~, ‘I think Of
someone who tqalks &ith you thrq~gh ~
thick and thin rega~dless of the situation. ,,, ,’ ,’,

. P@rtn&-s has opened my pote~tial to”’bean’
injlotmzed,ag@+essive udvoea’tefor .+y

, ,..

I learnedabautthedz~~rerztebtinections
you can use toget’things#on?. I enjoy ~,
talkitigtopeoplewi~k thesame protilems~f,
working’ together so that things are less.,

‘dz~”cult.

.“

,’

,’

experieticethat ~, ~~•
h~sr~aflych+nged my IIfe! I “ ‘.
f~l’much moreiq charge@ ,

mareablethhandle -” ~
b inumbo+irnbo. ~~
I arnf@s@iim&ed b~ people in
authi)ri~ andl.finally believp
they’are neither monstem’nor
superheto~, @t people III
jghs,whtir e~,mayoint~ not
be,doing~ell. ~yjOf#~OWi StO
kee~trackof how~ll they do ~
concemhg’myinterest.~~•.
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the.model’of iri~liiSiQn;he is “happier and
“hastiorefkiends‘thanI dreamed possible.’,

I received z$~lu’ableii-iformaiion and,.
in.spir@idn n’keded’to advocate for all’,.
people with d~sa;bilities.~~•

The @qyivalent’offf master’s~eg”rgeifl ~~~
dis~bilftyakd”advociiey.Partnershas

,, .
challengedmy ptirctipfions”an< ,“ ,.

~doesn’t matter tome that he h+s a
I Iobk at him as ‘e~ual to others.. di~abi~ity.

,..

Whenl came toPaitneti,
my da,~g~~’s *catioo

programwas,a mess.
I coiddnotunde@qdwhy
she.didist Iikeschool.
Afte~~ few S&sitins; i .,
iearnedho~ myd~uijhtw.
probhblyfeit. I then learned
what to do and ho,wto do it;
Partners has *WM the ciear
roadto iny diiughter’a
success and happinqss.,,
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.Thirteenfarnil ies met w;~h a.U...
rnemb”erto djsctiss health care reform. ~~~““

S.Hou~e ~~€

We wgre named foster fumi& of the y~@r. ,..
lnJou~county. I have s~rvkdon
e~rly intervention <ommittqe.

‘~eithe
hadspenta goo~patio~

~to,u~ facllitat@#commun-
,. icationswitlMssi@anc@:‘‘

from the school @iff.
Tested two years .~rller,
~htiSscored@lon an l.&
teat.”Thelatest@aiuatkm,
usi.hgfacilttrited comrnun-
icationsj resulted inan ~.
~timatkd score of 133.

..”
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Our visionof the future:

I “

s,urnersare involved inFamiliesatidcoz
policyand bud& .’

not as a service +

The State of Orei

f amiliesconstitu
“on.+ecogkizes that
e the Iarges.tprovider

syshWi in’the .sta,,

;urne,+shti,vea choiceinFamilies and con
designmid st

Families a’n’dcon
.e~tiluqjiq$g‘serni( ?s.
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I thinkIam ,rnofedotifi”de~tabout how
present mys&m-ui ‘tiy wishes. I’m not
ti&rvous about ta!king to politicians now.,, ,.
I also think J)m angrier, more rn.ilittint,
and less, ~bl<tokeep my motitlisfiutwhen
Iseeinequities.Ho,pe~Zly, I’ll find a way
tti“us”e;y my an~ercons’tructi’uely. ‘.

I

,,’,
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‘,

,“

I prkparetind”d~rib~a
one page, ttiee column ,’
newsiietter,a{o~’with other ‘,
pertined inform@i9n tea.
rhrdl!nglist of over 50 .
fa@ii,esand’@er 15 others,
includingprpvid~rs,
intet@ti@rofessitial,
and’educat~. W@have
provided information to, ‘
schoois;” I feel muchmore ‘
f@nforUbie in w@g or
Otberwl$e con@ctlng
isglstatots: ldm:t haveto ~~~•
be,an 8xp@ attorney, m, --
,professiontd. My kni)w= ,
ledge asa’parentand ~~•
advocate isvaluaiileand” “’
i am a po&fuiand .
convincing spokaspeison.

“
. .
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Qne of the graduates li.vd in ‘agYQUp ,
fiome. Afte7~graduation sh.&purchased ,.
her .owti home.. ~ ‘.

,
Ptirtneys attetidtid ,tiseries of town ~~,,
rneetifigsaro~nd.thestate. The state ‘.,.
ag~dy sta~w~n.ted tq , . , ,

cbordi~ator htid w~yked &thon.e witness .‘,,
all day to prep~re he?+. No, we didn ‘t
c“bachher. She’s a Pai+n”ersgmduate: ,,.

I d?in~ piecework@ a,sheltered”’”’””’””’‘“~~~
w~fkshop,. 1,de~i~ed’ta g~ “b~.ck~0 sCkOO~~~•..
t~ become a secr@ary. ‘Th@’dz~erence was ~~•
selfesteern. ~art~ey~.+ave~ niy Jzfie.I ,
used to be on psychotropic tie~ication. “I ~~•
started ask~~g questio-ns, decided to.say no .,.
aid took contf~~ lz~e.
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findirzg ways to e%ct that vision ~n

. .

Partners ,inclqdes ci~ics, confidence,
buil~i~g,, ,a,tid~Fasskoots “radicalism.

,’

My participation in the Partners program’”
2@asa positivti experience.. This experience
tis raised the level of’my involv&ne’iit in ‘‘
b@h flitilegislative and,community ~ ‘
dimelopment” a~etias. ‘3%e le~der~hip
training ~ ,reegitied ~mpro~ed my,@~lity
to addresst?ie ‘issti& that people with c ~~•
d&&ilities face~~b the standp~.itit of

Being a me~be~ of Partners in Policy- .
miikin~ has tau%ht ‘me that we”who,.

the policies that afleci us o’~our children.

into knowled@, itifl.uence and’ change.,.

?’

,,

~htakPe~lman, noted
interna~iihal violilii~

Onehastusepa@eon#s ‘
abiliti~frorn m#s “
di$abltitfesi~e p@Qple
lool(6d on me as swe6t, a
hu~”n int@@ story; that’s
wliatl had towo~~ ,,
-overtonw. EvenwH!rallthe’
regulatitis, accessibility at
~~ce~ halls js’6till ii Cra ”.
.dmt.,

,.

Exferpted from ~reakifi~
.Gmund;inewsletterof the
TennesseeDevelopmental
Disabilities’(kut’tcil.
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Erii&xti”s:’“ , ‘

0 ,,

wbrk. ~ou’have”createda &okder-@l a?id
nticessizryprtigrarnthatIati.-ghzd to ,ha,ve
had ‘the’bppb~tunitytOaffqtidand’beflefi”t.”

infoi%n@ion”you preseh’f,ed. ~reseh
.,’

Ifinaliy have w)u+els. Afier a waiti,of
over 2 yiars f received an”adtipted car in

Wte lessons. ~~i-s$stencg p@s qfl~ “,,, ,,,

ti”nderstand why ,it#s so deroga’tm-y tb use ~ ‘

..,,,...,
:

.After.Pa@nersyI wasa
changqd pe~iI;. 1set to ‘‘
,woik on ciGati@whd *
bestfor,libitn~,~d. our ~”
famiiy;”IMt* some

a
CtOSS, he got

hoip ffoti staff and other ~~W•”ÐW
kid% MS @mtior#robieni5
f@Hl a~”qu!pk~; ,R *
then.it dawned “on’methat
Rotiney hadbeen ii~.od ”with
iIo role m~deis; Now hb is
Itirning,.taking p~rt in
,sciiooiattivitimand ~~•
makingfriemds. ‘“ ~~ŠŒ
> ,
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I,was given theopportunity t~ ~qcom~b ‘“,.~art~eg ~n~t~;; o~t~”tend~ng’+&yam” :.; ~~““’

opene@ my eyes to the rnu’ny~~fl~ren~ .,,
type;, o~disabilitfes.hnd”d~~a’bi~it~i=%es- A~ear or so ago whensmheone

admi me if I had F~mifi.
support, ltholightt~~ were “,
~kih~ ii rny.ptien* or fami~ .‘
mem*r$ilW#ct*e by. ThenI
lieard~bod Partners. “1tipplied ”,.
and wtiat 1learned changed my ~~• ‘,
life and the,life ofmychild.
foteifer. I now tiave a family”
supporttrainer thatdo@s
co~nityactiqtiea with w ~

son t
myhuaband aini [have

The.trainii-zg sessioiis and guest speakers
provided. an’ oti.tlook’of the necessity for
p.eoplew$’th :disubilities, to-bgcorn~ aktiqe i~
chang~n’g and suppm-ting program’s aid.,

Tlie PaYtners experience has provided rnti,, ,,
with sotind knowledge a.b~ut disabilities,.
an~how togive individualswith
c$isabilities,the ability to matu’yq.aVd . “
c+ang’e .theit I(nes and’ to “enable the ~~. ‘ seine time togetherp

payen,ts childn2n’tb suppoit and meet

,, ‘
,,

The time that. I sperit in ~~~t+er’ was
z@onderfiZ. I was taught what services are
~’vailab~eakd hu~ to Utilize them. It has

atid knowledge to

,.

others.
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, ~$Fg+m*@:5”’’’”::’”””’”””.. ,.
Ihave’been an,,
phst ten years;
right!

advocate for ... ,.
...,,,.. ‘,

now ‘I,k”%w

,been e~ptiwered ., ,.
,,,,, .

The s“kil~s,Jear@d in Pa@ters arelz~e- “
long; and, I am always going io need and.
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T?&inforrntigiqn I >eceitie&~ve me .... ... ,.:, ,

,,c(n.-dence,assurance,po’ise and ~~•,.
dgfti~ination that I too can ,mak&a ‘.
~2~erence ftir pe~ple Zuith’develop’rne ntal
d~sff~i~it~e~. ‘ ., ,. ,

,.

Just’a’few.p&o+le trtily titinhake
changes.

., .
efective

Int@2se

~l$e other p@t&ipa~ts played a. key role in,,

edutiatibn
.,

about disabilities.

teaching. sharedour uniquti ~~•
,,’

experieti’ces. .,

,, .,
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.,.......,,,..,;. .,,, ..::,.
:>.;:,’k,+.$”!k:+~i:j~t,.if..I @ave learned tospeak outf~r .p.eoplewho

,...<:,~

are d“isabledand tost&d ‘upfor our,’
rig~ts.,, ” ~ ‘

peoph?flornarouridthe.,stizte.~~~
‘..’, ,.

Paitners revitalized!‘,
)

, ‘. ,.

.,

Shirley Klein,a’computer
speciakst~’recentlytraveledto
E and had,~histO Say:
tlllytrlp
t~4W8RMldJiOt41d~.W
tu”prtierve &d.imptemti’

couh~, but ,,
‘wetil!qilso Stri!rfito
equrMw@ard won ~
@ts are mllzedbypedple. ~~•
tiitli ,ditibitltie$ throughout
theworld.
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For ,more.information, contact:

G
‘3M.Centeimbti Dffice Biiilding .‘

.

.

6~@g*rst~e~
~a.d,

61Z/2@461@””
.@~’@.~TDD ~~•, ~~•

,, “’ 6121297=72i16F4W .’
a(trnimld@state.mn.us E’Mail ~‘
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